A 63 year old woman with five years' osteoarthritis of the hip presented to hospital with two days' increasing right groin pain, which was worse on weight bearing. There was no history of trauma. Her temperature was normal. Right hip movement was restricted, and radiography showed mild osteoarthritis of the hip; there was no fracture. She was treated with analgesics alone and after an overnight admission was discharged.
Seven days later she became profoundly ill with features of septicaemia. She failed to respond to treatment and died the next day. Necropsy showed a bronchopneumonia complicating septic arthritis of the right hip. The causative organism was Staphylococcus aureus.
CASE TWO
A 53 year old woman presented to hospital with five days' increasing pain in the right groin on weight bearing. There was no history of trauma. She had longstanding osteoarthritis of both hips. Her temperature was normal. Movements of the right hip were restricted and painful and radiography showed mild osteoarthritis of both hips, but there was no fracture. She was discharged.
When seen five days later in the outpatient clinic her symptoms were worse. She could not bear weight on the right leg and she had also developed urinary frequency. Her 
